y 1740

mans,

m their cradles,

2; the Karelians
ian province of
arkic descent.
Sea.

eastern Rissia.

less ruler under

lga river basins.
the Baltic and

EDICTS AND DECREES 199

worked hard to pay tribule to Viadimir the Great.
And even the Emperor of Byzantium, Manuel,
tearing lest Vladimir the Great take Constantinople,

was sending rich presents to himn,

And so it used to be.

But now a great misfortune has befallen the Russian land. . . .

READING AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. 1If the princes of Kiev were as powerful as the poet claims, what are
some reasons the state may have succumbed to the Mongols?

2. Who, aside from the Mongols, were the chief beneficiaries of Kiev's
collapse, and why?

DOCUMENT 1745

PETER THE GREAT
Edicts and Decrees: Imposing Western Styles
on the Russians

16991723

Peter the Greal’s reign (1682-1725) marked Russia’s emergence as a major
European power. Russia defeated Sweden in the grueling Great Northern
War (1700-1721) and acquired a “window on Europe” at the head of the
Gulf of Finland, where Peter built a new capital, St. Petersburg. In order to
defeat the Swedes, who had routed his ill-trained army at Narva in 1700,
Peter had reformed and modernized his military along western European
lines. His enthusiasm for western technofogy and tactics extended also to
other realms, including education, dress, and economic programs, as can be
seen from the following excerpts.

L. Jay Oliva, Peter the Great {Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1970).
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DECREE ON THE NEW CALENDAR, 1699 We have therefor

It is known to His Majesty that not only many Fxropean Christian lands, I i”diSP?nsable fo
but also Slavic nations which are in total accord with our Eastern Ortho- same I th-e. ﬁﬁi
dox Church . . . agree to count their years from the eighth day after the good Co,mhtmn :
birth of Christ, that is from the first day of Jarmuary, and not from the cre- ness enjoy the f
ation of the world,” because of the many difficulties and discrepancies of ‘ other means t.o 1[
this reckoning, It is now the year 1699 from the birth of Christ, and from preseive the righ
the first of January will begin both the new year 1700 and a new century; Christians. P ]
and so His Majesty has ordered, as a good and vseful measure, that from Q | ‘To attain t
now on time will be reckoned in government offices and dates be noted on military f91"ces, ‘
documents and property deeds, starting from the first of January 1700, And may conslst‘ of
to celebrate this good undertaking and the new century . .| in the sover- : pline. In (}i}.der.
eign city of Moscow . . . let the reputable citizens arrange decorations of encotrage forel
pine, fir, and juniper trees and boughs along the busiest main streets and : sans Pmﬁ,t able i
by the houses of eminent church and lay persons of rank. . . . Poorer pet- issued this mar
sons should place at least one shrub or bough on their gates or on their ﬂ_uoughm,ﬂ,mH
house. ... Also .. asa sign of rejoicing, wishes for the new year and cen- : cise of rehgmnd«
tury will be exchanged, and the following will be organized: when fire. ' already aﬂ(}'we
works are 1it and guns fired on the great Red Square, let the boyars ; that ’we,by‘ the
[nobles], the Lords of the Palace, of the Chamber, and the Council, and p.u}smn over th
the eminent personages of Court, Army, and Merchant ranks, each in his tian to care for
own grounds, fire three times from small guns, if they have any, or from Ax INSTRUCTIC
- muskets and other small arms, and shoot some rockets into the air. NAVIGATION, 1
DECREE ON THE INviTATION OF Foreioners, 1702 1. Leamn how
Since our accession to the throne all our eflorts and intentions have _ other nava
tended to govern this realm in such a way that all of our subjects should, 2. Leam h(;m,
through our care for the general good, become more and more prosper- : ver, and e
ous. For this end we have always tried to mainain internal order, to defend ; sails, rope
the state against invasion, and in every possible way to improve and to ' ve.sseis.
extend trade. With this purpose we have been compelied to make some 3 D;scove'r .
necessary and salutary changes in the administration, in order that our ‘ from fmﬁu
subjects might more casily gain a knowledge of matters of which they were and Sea_'S’I
before ignorant, and become more skillfu] in their commercial relations. 4. 1f, upon
favors, he
tions, how
Pagree to count their years . . . world: Before Janvary 1, 1700, the Russian calendar demonstr:

started from the date of the creation of
The year began on September 1

he world, which was reckoned at 5508 s.o.x. 5. Up.on ]:}IS'
with him
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We have therefore given orders, made dispositions, and founded nstitutions
indispensable for increasing our trade with foreigners, and shall do the
same in the future. Nevertheless we fear that matters are not in such a
good condition as we desire, and that our subjects cannot in perfect quict-
ness enjoy the fruits of our labors, and we have therefore considered still
other means to protect our frontier from the invasion of the enemy, and to
preserve the rights and privileges of our State, and the general peace of all
Christians. . ..

To altain these worthy aims, we have endeavored to improve our
military forces, which are the protection of our State, so that our troops
may consist of well-drilled men, maintained in perfect order and disci-
pline. In order to obtain greater improvement in this respect, and to
encourage foreigners, who are able Lo assist us in this way, as well as arti-
sans profitable to the State, to come in numbers to our country, we have
issued this manifesto, and have ordered printed copies of it to be sent
throughout Furope. . . . And as in our residence of Moscow, the free exer-
cise of religion of all other sects, although not agreeing with our church, is
already allowed, so shall this be hereby confirmed anew in such manner
that we, by the power granted to us by the Almighty, shall exercise no com-
pulsion over the consciences of men, and shall gladly allow every Chris-
tian to care for his own salvation at his own risk.

An INSTRUCTION TO RUSSIAN STUDENTS ABROAD STUDYING
Navigation, 1714

I, Léarn how to draw plans and charts and how to use the compass and
other naval indicators.

2. Learn how to navigate a vessel in battle as well as in a simple maneu-
ver, and learn how to use all appropriate tools and instruments; namely,
sails, ropes, and oars, and the like matters, on row boats and other
vessels.

3. Discover . . . how to put ships to sea during a naval battle. . . . Obtain
from foreign naval officers written statements, bearing their signatures
and seals, of how adequately you are prepared for naval duties.

4. If, upon his return, anyone wishes to receive from the Tsar greater
favors, he should learn, in addition to the above enumerated instruc-
tions, how to construct those vessels {aboard] which he would like to
demonstrate his skills.

Upon his return to Moscow, every foreign-trained Russiar: shoultd bring

with him at his own expense, for which he will later be reimbursed, at

Wi
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least two experienced masters of naval science. They {the returnees]
will be assigned soldiers, one soldier per relurnee, to teach them what
they have learned abroad. . . .

Decree on Wistern Driss, 1701

Western dress shall be worn by all the boyars, mermbers of our councils
and of our cowrt. .. gentry of Moscow, secretaries . . . provincial gentry,
gosti," government officials, streltsy, ' members of the guilds purveying for
our household, citizens of Moscow of all ranks, and residents of provincial
cities . . . excepting the clergy and peasant tillers of the soil. The upper
dress shall be of French or Saxon cut, and the lower dress . — waistcoat,
trousers, boots, shoes, and hats — shall be of the German type. They
shall also ride German saddles. Likewise the womenfolk of all ranks, in-
cluding the priests’, deacons’, and church attendants’ wives, the wives of the
dragoons, the soldiers, and the strelisy, and their children, shall wear West-
ern dresses, hats, jackets, and underwear — undervests and petticoats — and
shoes. From now on no one of the abovernentioned is to wear Russian dress
or Circassian'® coats, sheepskin coats, or Russian peasant coats, trousers,
boots, and shoes. It is also forbidden to ride Russian saddles, and the crafts-
men shall not manufacture them or sell them at the marketplaces.

DECREE ON Suaving, 1705

*Henceforth, in accordance with this, His Majesty’s decree, all court atten-
dants . .. provincial service men, government officials of all ranks, mli-
tary men, all the gosti, members of the wholesale merchants guild, and
members of the guilds purveying for our household must shave their
beards and moustaches. But, if it happens that some of them do not wish
to shave their beards and moustaches, let a yvearly tax be collecied from
such persons; from court attendants. . . | Special badges shall be issued to
them from the Administrator of Land Affairs of Public Order . which
they must wear. . . . As for the peasants, let a toll of two half-copecks'” per
beard be collected at the town gates each time they enter or leave a town;

and do not let the peasants pass the town gates, into or out of town, with-
out paying this toil.

" gosti: Merchants who often served the fsar in some capacity,

strelbsy: Members of the imperial guard stationed in Moscow,

" Circassian: Circassia was a Russian territory between the Caspian and Black Seus.
"half-copecks: One-twenticth a ruble, the basic unit of Russian money.
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DecrER ON PROMOTION TO OFFICER'S Rang, 1714

Since there are many who promote to officer rank their relatives and
friends — young men who do not know the fundamentals of soldiering,
not having served in the lower ranks — and since even those who serve [in
the ranks] do so for a few weeks or months only, as a formality; there-
fore . . . let a decree be promulgated that henceforth there shall be no pro-
motion [to officer rank] of men of noble extraction or of any others who
have not first served as privates in the Guards. This decree does not apply
to soldiers of lowly origin who, after long service in the ranks, have re-
ceived their commissions through honest service or to those who are pro-
moted on the basis of merit, now or in the future. . ..

STaruTE For THE COLLEGE oF MaxuracTures,” 1723
His Irmperial Majesty is diligently striving to establish and develop in the
Russian Empire such marifacturing plants and factories as are found in
other states, for the general welfare and prosperity of his subjects. He
[therefore] most graciously charges the College of Manufactures to exert
itself in devising the means to intreduce, with the least expense, and to
spread in the Russian Empire these and other ingenious arts, and espe-
cially those for which materials can be found within the empire. . ..

His Imperial Maiesty gives permission to everyone, without distinction
of rank or condition, to open factories wherever he may find suitable. ...

Factory owners must be closely supervised, in order that they have
at their plants good and experienced {foreign] master craflsmen, who are
able to train Russians in such a way that these, in turn, may themselves
become masters, so that their produce may bring glory to the Russian
manufactures. . . .

* By the former decrees of His Majesty commercial people were forbid-
den to buy villages [i.¢., to own serfs], the reason being that they were not
engaged in any other activily beneficial for the state save commerce; but
since it is now clear to all that many of them have started to found manu-
facturing establishments and build plaats, . . . which tend to increase ihe
welfare of the state . . . therefore permission is granted both to the gentry
and to men of commerce o acquire villages for these factories without
hindrance. . ..

8 College of Manufactures: One of several administrative boards created by Peter in
1717. Modeled on Swedish practice.
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In order to stinmilate voluntary immigration of various craftsmen from

otlier countries into the Russian Empire, and to encourage them to estab-
lish factories and manufacturing plants freely and at their own expense,
the College of Manufactures must send appropriate announcements to
the Russian envoys accredited at foreign courts. The envoys should then,
in an appropriate way, bring these announcements to the attention of men
of various professions, urge them to come to settle in Russia, and help
them to move.

.I‘-)

READING AND PISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why do vou think Peter decreed that the nobles, merchants, and towns-
people wear German, rather than French, clothes, seeing that the
French kings and their palaces were objects of emulation throughout
Barope?

What does Peter’s decree encouraging foreign soldiers and artisans
fo emigrate to Russia and his Statute for the College of Manufactures
suggest about the state of its military forces and economy as of the
early 1700s7

Why didn't Russia have a navy prior to 17607

What, according to Peter, was wrong with the system of promaotion in
the Russian army, and how did he intend to redress it? What does his

decree on promaotion suggest about the power and benefits granted to
the Russian nobility?

COMPARATIVE QUESTIONS

In what ways were the absolutist states of eastern Europe — Russia,
Austria, and Prussia — and their societies similar to France? In what
ways did they differ, and how do you account for those differences?
What do Peter the Great’s decrees about clothes and beards and Fred-
erick William I's fetter to his son suggest about their personalities and
their methods of ruling?

In 1240, Kiev quickly succumbed to Mongol invaders; by the carly
cighteenth century Peter the Great was able to defeat the Swedes,
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expand his empire, and bring Russia into the ranks of the great euro-
pean powers. What had the Romanov rulers, especially Peter, learned
from past events, and how had they reformed their state, society, and
military torces?

According to the principles set forth in John Locke’s Second Treatise of
Civil Government { Docurnent 164}, was Stenka Razin’s bloody revolt
justified?




